MINISTRY OF PRAISE

St. Casimir Parish
September, 2016

Almighty God,
grant that with the help of St. Casimir’s intercession
we may serve you in holiness and justice.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING INTENTIONS

That each of us may contribute to the common good and to the building of a society
that places the human person at the center. (September Papal intention)

That for students and educators, education will lead to a deeper experience of what it means to be human.

That the nations of the world will be blessed with divine justice and peace, especially those
divided by hatred, oppression, and violence.

That the Lord will watch over firefighters, police officers, and emergency medical technicians
and reward them for their service.

That God bless Father Bacevice and the Pastoral and Finance Councils in their efforts to secure
the future of St. Casimir Parish.

That all parishioners recognize their responsibility to St. Casimir Parish’s future through financial support,
commitment to parish activities, sharing ideas, and most importantly prayer.

That the homeless and the destitute in our society may be loved and provided for
according to Christ’s own heart.

That God who gives life to all things will share his life with the sick and suffering.

That our Ministers of Praise be validated in their belief in the power of prayer.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ST. CASIMIR PARISH?

Sept. 2" First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 8:00 — 9:00am in Church

Sept. 14 Evening Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 6:00 — 9:00pm in Church




SAINT FOR SEPTEMBER

ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA

Nun
(1910 - 1997)

h
September 4'
(beginning Sept. 4, 2016)

Mother Teresa’s birth name was Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu. Born in an ethnic Albanian family in Skopje,
in what is now part of Macedonia, she went to India in 1929 as a Sister of Loreto and became an Indian
citizen in 1947. She founded the Missionaries of Charity in 1950. She was widely described as a living
saint as she ministered to the sick and the dying in some of the poorest neighborhoods in the world.
Some people have criticized her for not also challenging the injustices that kept so many people poor
and abandoned. Others have criticized the comments of her doubts about faith and God’s love, which
Teresa wrote in some of her letters.

In spite of her discouragement at times, Mother Teresa demonstrated her faith through
compassionate action. She believed that God first called her to be a nun and some years later called
her to be a nun who helped and lived among the poor. She wanted her congregation, Missionaries of
Charity, to be messengers of God’s love. She took seriously the Scripture passage: “Amen, | say to you,
whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Mother Teresa accepted her doubts as part of God’s Divine will for her. What the world saw was her
devotion to the poor with little hint of her mental sorrow. Mother Teresa worked so closely in a world
of extreme poverty that she at times wondered that a kind and loving God allowed such suffering. In
the face of her doubts, she adopted a “blind faith” that allowed her to persevere in her service to God

and the poor.

Sources:

1) MOTHER TERESA IN MY OWN WORDS, compiled by Jose Luis Gonzalez-Balado, G.K. hall & Co., Thorndike, Maine USA.
2) “Mother Teresa to be canonized Sept.4; Pope sets other sainthood dates,” by Cindy Wooden Catholic News Service.

3) “The Interior Cross: Mother Tesesa and Her Dark Night of the Soul” by William A. Borst, Ph.D., Cardinal Mindszenty
Foundation, St. Louis, MO, December 2007

THOUGHTS FROM THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith and Hope

#2087 Our moral life has its source in faith in God who reveals his love to us. St. Paul speaks of the
“obedience of faith” as our first obligation. He shows that “ignorance of God” is the principle and
explanation of all moral deviations. Our duty toward God is to believe in him and to bear witness to
him.

#2090 When God reveals Himself and calls him, man cannot fully respond to the divine love by his
own powers. He must hope that God will give him the capacity to love him in return and to act in
conformity with the commandments of charity. Hope is the confident expectation of divine blessing
and the beatific vision of God; it is also the fear of offending God’s love and of incurring punishment.



OCEEDEE¥- REFLECTION =5E&E3HE3:HEEW-

SPIRITUAL DARKNESS

Spiritual Darkness is the feeling that God is absent, heaven empty, and that one’s suffering is
for nothing. Mother Teresa was not alone in her darkness. In the history of Christian mysticism
there have been many accounts of divine darkness. It is an ancient doctrine that God dwells in
inaccessible light, a light so blinding that it veils the divine glory in a “dark cloud of unknowing.”

Listen to Job’s lamentation, as he cries out in sorrow:

Perish the day on which | was born,

the night when they said, “The child is a boy!”
May the day be darkness:

let not God above call for it,

nor light shine upon it!
(Job 3:3-4)

Hear Jesus on the cross crying out words from Psalm 22:
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” (Matthew 27:46)

Some of the greatest saints have endured what St. John of the Cross called “the dark night
of the soul”. The dark night of St. Paul of the Cross, an 18" century monk, lasted 45 years. St.
John of the Cross saw his dark night of the soul, not as Divine abandonment but as a purgative
expression of God’s love. Like Mother Teresa, St. Catherine of Siena and St. Teresa of Avila
realized that the “agony of doubt and desolation is a way of sharing in Christ’s Passion.”

Saint Theresa of Lisieux, Mother Teresa’s patron saint, entered a Carmelite cloister at the
age of 15 and died only nine years later of tuberculosis. Her autobiography, The Life of a Soul,
is cheerful. However, it was later discovered that her sister Pauline, the head of the convent,
had taken out all the sickbed entries in which Therese had described her “spiritual dryness”
and how she feared the loss of her faith. Mother Teresa asked a friend to “destroy any letters
or anything | have written.” Was she afraid that her troubled thoughts would be
misunderstood because of idealized definitions of saints?

In (#2090) the Catechism of the Catholic Church says that a believer must hope that God will
give the capacity to love God and in return to act in conformity to the commandments of
charity. Mother Teresa certainly acted in conformity to the commandments of charity.

Source: “The Interior Cross: Mother Teresa and Her Dark Night of the Soul” by William A. Borst, Ph.D., Cardinal Mindszenty
Foundation, St. Louis, MO, December 2007




